Elizabeth Walker

St Lukes Environmental Protection 
  Society Incorporated (STEPS)
10 September 2008

RE NOTIFIED APPLICATION FOR RESOURCE CONSENT BY HOUSING NEW ZEALAND CORPORATION AT 94-130 HAVERSTOCK RD.

Dear Elizabeth

Thank you for bringing the HNZC proposal and hearings to our attention.  We have concerns which relate to the potential effects of this proposal on the Meola Creek system and its users. 
Please be aware that this letter is intended only to provide you with information regarding the views of interested individuals of the community. This does not represent the views of The Horticultural and Food Research Institute of New Zealand Ltd, and should not be presented as being in any way connected to the company.
1. Impacts of increased stormwater and wastewater overflows
We understand that the proposal includes increasing the number of residential units from 19 to 41, with an associated decrease in the permeable area coverage on-site.  Our concerns are that increased stormwater and wastewater generated by the proposed development will potentially increase the volume of stormwater and wastewater overflows discharged to Meola Creek.
Meola Creek and its estuary already have serious issues with high contaminant levels such as zinc and enterococci/faecal coliforms, which constitute major environmental and human health risks.  The main source of these contaminants is from stormwater and wastewater overflows.  A potential increase in stormwater and wastewater overflows to the creek due to the proposed development will  increase the levels of these contaminants in the stream.  The input from the development would be particularly relevant in the upper reaches of Meola Creek due to the existing low flows in the creek and therefore low dilution of any discharges.
Davis Ogilvie and Partners Ltd has indicated in a letter to Dianne Pomare (Te Kura Kaupapa Maori)  dated 28th May 2008 that the proposal includes designs to retain stormwater on-site and discharge it at levels similar to pre-development levels.   
We would question how pre-development levels of discharge will be determined, and the procedures HNZC have in place to guarantee that proposed discharges don’t exceed current levels.

If the development is allowed to go ahead as proposed, we would suggest that in retaining stormwater on-site for controlled discharge, HNZC should also take the opportunity to implement some simple measures to reduce the level of contaminants (such as zinc) in the water that they will discharge. 

2. Impacts  of proposed channel work

Our second concern is regarding what we understand to be the proposed realignment of a section of the piped Meola Creek channel.   Extensive realignment work would generate a large amount of sediment which could be washed down into Meola Creek and the estuary.  Aside from the aesthetic effects of brown muddy water, high levels of sediment can be very detrimental to stream and estuary habitat quality as it can settle on the stream bed and smother organisms.  Regardless of whether the section of channel in question is defined as a stream or pipe, it still discharges to the Meola Creek itself so any work that is carried out on the pipe or in the channel can still impact on the creek.
We question what measures HNZC proposes to put in place to ensure that any sediment that is generated by this realignment work (both during the work and afterwards) does not make its way into Meola Creek.  
We would also suggest if this realignment work is approved that enhancement of the new channel (ie planting of its banks) be carried out afterwards by HNZC as part of their consent conditions.  This would be in line with other restoration efforts currently underway in the Meola Creek Catchment, and would help offset any potential effects that this work would have.   We would not like to see it turned into a concrete channel.
We agree with the view held by STEPS that HNZC has the opportunity to enhance the health and value of Meola Creek, rather than degrade it with a potential increase in stormwater and wastewater discharges, or sediments from channel works. Meola Creek and its estuary are the subject of an increasing effort to improve the water quality and public amenity value through activities such as replanting of the creeks riparian margins and walkways, and which have involved groups and initiatives such as STEPS, Meola Creek Ecocare, Meola Creek Neighbourhood Group, and the Roy Clemments Treeway.  Any proposal which may have impacts on the Meola Creek environment negates the considerable efforts that have been put in to improve the creek quality.

Regards

Jo Poulton, Libby Burgess, Jacqui Todd, Sakuntala Karunairetnam, Colm Carraher, Dianne Barraclough
