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Chairperson’s Report  - 30 June 2011
We have continued with infill planting in the Wetland and replacing plants which did not survive the long hot summer. The wetland is becoming a very attractive and interesting area fed by natural springs.
Our major concern with the Roy Clements Treeway is dealing with the rampant weed growth, kikuyu, moth plant, convolvulus etc. Melissa Marler, Sel Arbuckle and their helpers have done an excellent job working 2 days per week but it would be a big help if the council would take on this maintenance work as well. After all, they do not have to mow this area now!

The information signage has been installed at four stations along the Boardwalk and is read with interest by the users of the Boardwalk. There is also a very handsome sign indicating the Roy Clements Treeway and the Kerr Taylor Park . It is good to see our Reserve has been elevated to a park!

The main purpose of the Boardwalk was to keep pedestrians above the sewage ponding which now happens just about every time it rains. That was until June 2010 when even the Boardwalk was flooded with sewage. Please look at the photos.
A major contribution to the pollution of the Meola Creek is the overflow of sewage at 96 Haverstock Rd and Lyon Avenue. This has been aggravated by the infill housing and major residential development which has occurred without the necessary infrastructure to support these developments. Mike McQuillan, Utilities Planning Manager Auckland City Council, identified this problem in a report back in 2004
Therefore, we have made submissions on the following.
Winstones –Three Kings. Filling the Quarry and dewatering the aquifer. The appeal to the Environment Court is ongoing and we have registered our interest under Section 274 of the RMA. We made a submission at the appeal hearing. We suspect that the reason for the low base water levels in the creek are a result of Winstones pumping the water out of the quarry, thus dewatering the aquifer, and into the Manukau Harbour
Westfield –St Lukes. An application for a change of zoning form Residential to Business 8 to enable Westfield to increase their building footprint, more carparks and create a new road from Exeter Rd through to Aroha Ave. 
The Commissioners recommended the Plan Change be approved which it was at the Council meeting in November 2010. We were appalled at the Commissioners’ comment to the effect that Westfield St Lukes waste water effects will be no more than minor;  and anyway though the situation is unsatisfactory, this is beyond the control of the applicant so it would not be reasonable for a plan change to take into account the lack of an interceptor
Mayor Len Brown instigated a Mayoral mediation to try and get the various parties to come to some agreement so the decision did not go to appeal at the Environment Court..

We participated in several mediation meetings and finally had a meeting with the Mayor to convey our concerns at Westfield – St Lukes becoming even bigger and emptying more sewage and stormwater into the Meola Creek. The Mayor expressed keen interest in protection of the Auckland creeks as well as volcanoes, and green corridors running from the volcanic cone to the sea. After this meeting the Mayor visited the Meola Creek on June 11 and we have another meeting scheduled for 11 August.

Mayor Len Brown has asked Watercare to provide him with details and costing of the Central Interceptor project and whether the project can be brought forward.
As you can see we have been very busy attending meetings and hearings and public meetings have taken a back seat this year
I would like to thank Wendy John, Friends of Oakley Creek, Dave Bowden, Auckland City Community Planting Coordinator for their help and support and Stephen Buckland for looking after our blog site. Thank you to our Patron Roy Clements for his wise thoughts, words and support for our activities.
Liz, Freddie, Trevor, June, Nick, Melissa, Dennis, Gordon thank you all for your hard work to keep STEPS ticking over and all our loyal supporters who turn up to plantings and generally support the work of STEPS
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